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Appendix III

and allowed to sink into the cement.1 This process is repeated
until the needle when brought into contact with the cement does
not pierce it completely, and the period between the time when
the cement is filled into the mould and the time at which the
needle ceases to pierce the cement completely is the initial setting
time above referred to.

FIG. 114.

FIG. 115.

The cement shall be considered as finally set when the needle,
having a flat end of i mm. ('039 inch) square, described above, fails
to make an impression when its point is applied gently to the
surface. In the event of a scum forming on the surface, the
underside of the pat may be used for determining the final set.
] The Vicat Needle may, if desired, be fitted with a mechanical attach-
ment such as a "dash-pot," so as to ensure the steady and gentle application
of the point of the needle to the surface of the pat, and thereby render the test
independent of the hand of the operator.
Care must be taken that the needle rests with its full weight upon the
surface of the pat.